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12
th
 SoCalWCA Tutor 

Conference 

 

9:00-9:50am Registration & Welcome 

 

10:00-10:50am Session 1   

   Panel: 

    

Room: 

 

11:00-11:50am Session 2   

   Panel: 

    

Room: 

 

12:00-1:20pm Lunch & Keynote Panel of 

Graduated Writing Tutors 

 

1:30-2:20pm Session 3   

 Panel: 

  

Room: 

 

2:30-3:20pm Session 4  

 Panel: 

  

Room: 

 

3:30-4:20pm Session 5  

 Panel: 

  

Room: 

*Parking is free on campus, but can be difficult to find. 

Please park at one of the East Beach hotels and ride the 

free shuttle to Page Hall. For more information: 

http://sandbox.socalwritingcenters.org/2016-tutor-

conference/directions-and-parking/ 

 



  Location Maps 

Building Locations Map    

Library Interiors Map    



  

  

Keynote Tutor Panel 

12-1:20pm 
 

Facilitator: Matthew Maler – Westmont 

College 
Matthew Maler is a third year philosophy major at 

Westmont College and is now in his second year as a tutor 

in the writing center. He has a number of philosophical 

interests, but his explorations of belief, doubt, 

imagination, and virtue, and his research with Westmont 

College's writing center director Dr. Sarah Skripsky, 

have made this conference particularly intriguing to him. 

He also works as a philosophy teaching assistant, aids a 

chemist in researching-- oddly enough-- Medieval alchemy, 

and enjoys singing in choirs, playing his violin, making 

a fool of himself in plays, and getting to know random 

dogs on the beach.  

 

Rafael Deligio – California State 

University, Channel Islands 
Rafael Deligio is a 4th year business major and biology 

minor; he has been a writing consultant for the three 

years. Having gone to Channel Islands right out of high 

school, he formed a close bond with the writing program 

at CI and has helped tutor students across every 

discipline. This year, Rafael became a Consultant 

Coordinator where he took on a leadership role in helping 

to expand the Center’s mission to support written, oral, 

visual, and multimodal communication.  As a CC, he 

mentors new tutors and helps with coordinating center 

activities and meetings. Rafael plans to complete a 

certificate in technical writing and hopes to use 

tutoring skills to pursue an MBA. He hopes to work 

towards lowering the cost of medicine for those who are 

in need. 

 

Tyler Kaplan – Nevada State College 
Tyler Kaplan is a Senior English major, deaf studies 

minor at Nevada State College and will begin his Ph.D. 

program in Writing, Rhetorics, and Literacies in the Fall 

of 2016. In his experiences as a writing specialist,  

 

 

Tyler has had the unique opportunity to build 

policy, procedures, and pedagogical approaches for a 

budding, year-old writing center. Tyler has learned, 

and employs, the authorial intention of language 

over conventional rules of use and argues students’ 

rights to the Englishes they prefer. 

 

Brooke Straeter – California Lutheran 

University 
Brooke Straeter is a junior at California Lutheran 

University, graduating in 2017. Having been on the 

writing center staff for two years, Brooke’s most 

fulfilling experiences have been working side-by-

side with students in order to cultivate the skills 

needed to communicate the writers’ ideas clearly and 

effectively. She is currently majoring in 

Communications with hopes of pursuing a career in 

broadcast journalism. 

 

Maddie Torosian – Pasadena City 

College 
Maddie Torosian is a Writing Consultant and student 

at Pasadena City College, majoring in English. 

During her free time she reads and helps run the 

youth group at her church. Her favorite authors 

include Jane Austen, Flannery O'Connor, JK Rowling 

and Sarah Dessen. 

 

Tessa Tweet – Pitzer College 
Tessa Tweet is a senior majoring in anthropology at 

Pitzer College and has worked as a tutor at the 

writing center since 2013. During the summer 2014, 

Tessa traveled to Germany and Poland through a 

Pitzer grant to participate in European Peer Writing 

Tutor Day events and attend the European Writing 

Centers Association Conference. For the last two 

fall semesters, she worked as a Fulbright Fellow 

embedded into Pitzer's course designed to guide 

seniors through the Fulbright Fellowship application 

process, and she applied for a Fulbright to Brazil 

herself last fall 



 

 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solve the  

Crossword 

Puzzle! 

Across  

2. Symbols and signs used 

in writing to understand 

and read the text  

4. By doing this, we can 

discover hidden 

contradictions and 

weaknesses  

6. The act of composing 

text 9. A day of 

discussions  

10. Analyzing unpopular 

ideas for their virtues  

11. A set of structural 

rules to follow when 

writing  

 

Down  

1. The act of thinking up 

ideas through discussion or 

interpretation  

3. Consultants in the 

Writing Center  

5.  Additionally  

7. The main idea of a paper 

8. A section of writing 

with one unifying idea 



 

Session 1 
10-10:50am 
 

Virtue, Belief, and Doubt: Aristotle in the 

Writing Center 

Matthew Maler 

Westmont College 

Location: Winter Hall 106 

  

Difficult Sessions and How to Survive Them 

Rafael Deligio, Tiona Skyes, Elizabeth Bennett 

California State University, Channel Islands 

Location: Winter Hall 206 

 

Believing in Your Best Intentions & Doubting 

Your Footing 

Jake Tise and Rebeccah Sanhueza 

Pasadena City College 

Location: Winter Hall 216 

 

Personal Statements: Engaging and Empowering 

Experiential Knowledge 

Alana Friedman, Pieter Hoekstra, Jack Denvir 

Pomona College 

Location: Winter Hall 212 

 

No Habla History: Navigating Disciplinary 

Languages 

Shannon Sheppard, Matthew Christiansen, Brandon 

Prunty, Kelsey Keel 

Southern Utah University 

Location: Voskuyl Library 104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Believing and Doubting: How to Approach 

Minority Students in the Writing Center 

Mayra Aguilar and Brianna Appel 

California Lutheran University 

Location: Voskuyl Library 203 

 

Suspending Disbelief: Interrogating 

Assumptions about Non-Native English Speakers 

Dan-Tran Cong-Huyen, Carley Towne, Diane 

Yoong 

University of California, San Diego 

Location: Voskuyl Library 108 

 

Religion, Disagreement, and Humility in the 

Writing Center 

Cat Siu, Rachel Phillips, Samuel Muthiah 

Westmont College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 204 

 

Skeptics of the Writing Process: Believing in 

Prewriting 

Paula Ramirez and Chaise Mitchell 

Nevada State College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 106 

 

Control and Collaboration: Ethical Dilemmas 

in Writing Center Sessions 

Emma Perkis, Heather Spradley, Sophia 

Panayiotou, Nathan Hollister 

Biola University 

Location: Murchison Gym 3 

 

Introductions are Like Movie Trailers: 

Exploring Academic Convention through 

Metaphors 

Julianne Berokoff, Brianna Naughton, Emily 

Robles, Stephanie Tkach 

California State University, Fullerton  

Location: Murchison Gym 4 

 

 

 



  

Session 1 

Descriptions 
 
Virtue, Belief, and Doubt: Aristotle in the Writing Center 
When we consider the contextual elements of a tutoring session, we think of things 
like rapport, posture, considerations of time, and the like, and we consider what 
effects these particular elements have on clients, but to what extent do these 
conditions affect the disposition of the client to believe or doubt their ideas? Rooting 
this conversation in the Western philosophical tradition of virtue, join us as we 
explore how exactly Aristotle and other philosophers help us understand how tutors 
can help encourage or discourage belief and doubt, and whether or not belief or 
doubt is even a topic we should be discussing. 

  
Difficult Sessions and How to Survive Them 
Student tutors have the desire to provide guidance; however, this desire can be 
hampered when met with particularly difficult sessions. Through the use of role 
playing exercises and discussions, tutors will develop strategies to identify and 
overcome difficult sessions while adapting new strategies in order to overcome 
challenges and create a more positive tutoring environment. 

  
Believing in Your Best Intentions & Doubting Your Footing 
Good tutors are patient, compassionate, and understanding, and these qualities 
guide productive sessions with students. However, if a student fails to respond well 
to a tutor's best intentions, how can tutors swiftly recognize and appropriately 
respond to a possible worst-case scenario? 

 
Personal Statements: Engaging and Empowering Experiential 
Knowledge 
When it comes to working with personal statements, writing tutors are often 
charged with the difficult task of helping a writer impose argumentative conventions 
onto personal experience. How can we help fellow writers achieve their goals (in 
the case of personal statements, often a job offer or admission at an educational 
institution) while respecting the sanctity of their experiences? 

 
No Habla History: Navigating Disciplinary Languages 
Students often doubt their writing abilities due to a lack of instruction on how to 
write in unfamiliar disciplinary and foreign languages. Using specific guidelines and 
the fundamental principles of academic writing, tutors can assist students with 
papers in any dialect including Spanish, French, history (Chicago Style), and 
psychology (APA Formatting). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Believing and Doubting: How to Approach Minority Students in 
the Writing Center 
This session will use the believing and doubting approach when working with 
minority students. A scenario discussion game will prompt consultants to 
identify when to use believing and doubting with native-born and international 
minority students. 

 
Suspending Disbelief: Interrogating Assumptions about Non-
Native English Speakers 
Who is believed and who is doubted in writing center sessions, and how 
might any distinctions that arise correlate with native-speaker status? We will 
examine sample student writing and discuss tutorial approaches when 
working with native and non-native English speakers. 

 
Religion, Disagreement, and Humility in the Writing Center 
Religion is one of the least studied identities in the writing center; yet, it can 
profoundly affect how a client and tutor may write, interact, and dialogue 
together. Through group dialogue and roleplay, we will explore potential 
contradictions between writing center thought and religious views and the role 
of confident humility in these conflict situations. 

 
Skeptics of the Writing Process: Believing in Prewriting 
This workshop is aimed at reinforcing the belief that the prewriting process, 
including the reading element, is beneficial within writing centers, thusly 
diminishing the doubt that tutors may face from tutees when discussing the 
process. Activities that still skepticism will provide opportunities for tutors to 
acknowledge best practices within the prewriting process and reading 
strategies, thereby enhancing writing center efficacy with students through 
conceptualizing their obstacles in their process. 

 
Control and Collaboration: Ethical Dilemmas in Writing Center 
Sessions 
This session will address the ethical dilemma of offering writing support 
without giving the student the whole answer. How do we, as consultants, 
become both the tutor and the peer within a session? 

 
Introductions are Like Movie Trailers: Exploring Academic 
Convention through Metaphors 
Creative writing techniques are valuable tools for tutors and tutees to 
navigate the convoluted aspects of academia. We will give examples of using 
extended metaphors to engage tutees with their writing, and encourage group 
discussion about creative methods that others have found effective. 
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Notes: 



 Session 2 
11-11:50am 
  

The Preconception Puzzle: Should Tutors be 

Tabulas Rasas? 

Sandra P. Hernandez, Lisa Stegner, Pheriba 

Elizabeth-Ann Lopez 

Mount San Antonio College 

Location: Winter Hall 106 

 

Reading Critically to Become Stronger Writers 

Sierra Lomprey 

Nevada State College 

Location: Winter Hall 206 

  

Suspending Disbelief: How Taking a “Leap of 

Faith” Influences Writing Center Interactions 

Will Duke, Amelia Haselkorn, Lena Tran, Doug 

Lewis 

Pitzer College 

Location: Winter Hall 216 

 

Methods for Tutoring Oral Presentations 

Adam Gilson, Douglas Peyton, Courtney 

Derichsweiler, Adam Johnson 

California State University, Channel Islands 

Location: Winter Hall 212 

 

Growing Graphically: Consulting Evidence in 

Scientific Writing 

Caroline Nielsen, Joži McKiernan, Isabel King 

Harvey Mudd College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blind Spot in Language: Rereading 

Literacy in the Writing Center  

Amy Diaz and Alyssa Perez 

California State University, Fullerton 

Location: Voskuyl Library 203 

 

Multilingual Writers and Written 

Communications 

Cynthia Castillo and Amy Johansson 

California Lutheran University 

Location: Voskuyl Library 108 

 

Disbelief and Belief Within Newly-Hired 

Tutors 

Eric A. Trevino and Carlos A. Lopez 

San Antonio College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 204 

 

Believing in You, Doubting Your 

Coworkers: The Benefits and Drawbacks of 

Working with Multiple Tutors vs. a Single 

Tutor 

Maddie Torosian, Rebecca Moreno, Sisi 

Johnson, Jake Tise, Rebeccah Sanhueza 

Pasadena City College 

Location: Murchison Gym 3 

 

Rhetorical Awareness & Writing Anxiety: 

Social vs. Academic Writing 

Emma Saturday, Alejandra Marquez, Emily 

Elvoid, Catalina Lee Kim 

University of La Verne 

Location: Murchison Gym 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Session 2 

Descriptions 
 
The Preconception Puzzle: Should Tutors be Tabulas Rasas? 

This session aims to explore how preconceptions of various factors—such 
as types of students and course levels—have the power to influence our 
competence as tutors. By acknowledging the beliefs that we carry to each 
tutoring session and examining the benefits and dangers inherent, we may 
begin to build a new set of skills for the tutoring table. 

  
Reading Critically to Become Stronger Writers 
As a means of alleviating the disconnect between students and the prompts 
they are assigned, this presentation discusses the results of an experiment 
involving professors’ revised prompts. The research seeks to expand 
potential methods for writing tutors that will help students more effectively 
respond to given prompts. 

  
Suspending Disbelief: How Taking a “Leap of Faith” Influences 
Writing Center Interactions 
As collegiate writers, we critically analyze written works and deconstruct 
arguments; however, as Writing Center tutors, we tend to abandon this 
critical eye in lieu of supporting our tutees. This session will investigate how 
suspending disbelief, by taking a “leap of faith”, influences Writing Center 
interactions and how this might push us to new understandings as tutors 
and writers. 

 
Methods for Tutoring Oral Presentations 
This presentation focuses on writing center pedagogy that can be used as a 
jumping off point in tutoring oral presentations. The goal of this presentation 
is to illustrate how many techniques used in tutoring writing can easily be 
transferred over to assisting students with oral presentations. 

 
Growing Graphically: Consulting Evidence in Scientific Writing 
The goal of this session is to present and discuss the use of evidence in 
scientific writing. Through activities and examples, we will explore how to 
understand and consult the presentation of experimental data so that it 
inspires belief in the reader. 
 
 
 

The Blind Spot in Language: Rereading Literacy in the 
Writing Center  
We will be evaluating two different forms of literacy that we've observed in 
our Writing Center. Specifically we will focus on ESL and blind students in 
order to discuss how to best accommodate their specialized needs. 

 
Multilingual Writers and Written Communications 
I believe that in helping multilingual writers learn about the shared 
conventions of academic writing, the writing center can also 
accommodate and advocate for the writers’ diverse linguistic and 
rhetorical usage in their written communications. This presentation will 
cover ways to help students of different linguistic, cultural, and rhetorical 
background and to acknowledge their individual strengths through their 
differences. 
 
Disbelief and Belief Within Newly-Hired Tutors 
This session examines the shift from disbelief to belief in a new peer 
tutor’s abilities to help other peers become better writers. Also, we 
examine how the new hire’s self-concept becomes more dynamic and 
flexible through the process of C.R.L.A. training at a community college in 
south Texas. 
 
Believing in You, Doubting Your Coworkers: The Benefits 
and Drawbacks of Working with Multiple Tutors vs. a Single 
Tutor 
While a strong student/tutor relationship creates safe, confident 
environments for students to learn, tutors need to discern whether 
students are growing academically or just growing attached. Augmented 
by statistics and the personal experiences of tutors, this session will offer 
insight as to which tutoring format is most ideal for a given situation. 
 
Rhetorical Awareness & Writing Anxiety: Social vs. Academic 
Writing 
This presentation seeks to explore the connections between the varying 
forms of rhetorical awareness surrounding social media writing and 
academic writing. Highlighting the parallels between social media writing 
and academic writing, the presenters hope to give tutors new ways to 
tackle student writing anxiety by being able to relate the academic writing 
experience with that of a social media writing experience. 
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Notes: 



Session 3 
1:30-2:20pm 
Game Theory vs. Elbow’s Games: The Game is On! 

Catherine Ou, Stephanie Brostoff, Tabitha 

Lehoullier, Edikan Akpabio 

California State University, San Bernardino 

Location: Winter Hall 106 

  

Why the Perfect Paper is like the Last Unicorn: 

Examining the Beliefs and Doubts about “Good” 

Writing to Manage Writing Anxiety 

Erica Cruz, Maria Groth, Josue Cabanas, Mariana 

Flores 

Antelope Valley College 

Location: Winter Hall 206 

  

The NO-WRITING Writing Center 

Sasha Santhoff and Alfredo Roman-Rodriguez 

California State University, Los Angeles 

Location: Winter Hall 216 

 

Doubting Students Writing Knowledge While 

Believing in their Writing Abilities 

Claire Edwards, Millie Jones, Michelle 

Lekkerkerk 

Ashford University 

Location: Winter Hall 212 

 

Dissipating Doubt in STEMB Consultations 

Jacob Sorrentino, Kristopher Robuck, Carissa 

Berge-Sisneros 

Nevada State College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What the Dickens? They’ve Got Great 

Expectations!: Helping International 

Students Meet American University 

Outcomes 

Justin Kelsey, Kaeli Madsen, Jayde 

Betroch 

Southern Utah University 

Location: Voskuyl Library 203 

 

Different Stages, Different Pages: A 

Developmental Approach to Doubt and 

Belief in ELL Writers 

Shauna Toh, Irene Kim, Emily La, Aya 

Labanieh, Terry Topete, Samantha Wilson 

University of California, Irvine 

Location: Voskuyl Library 108 

 

Tutor to Tutee: Exploring the Different 

Roles in the Tutoring Session 

Arely Guzmán, Angela García Sermeño, 

Justin Dykes, Laleña Janke, Vilma Jenness 

Southwestern College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 204 

 

Facing Belief and Doubt in a Pilot Peer 

Writing Tutor Program 

Alexandra Abel and Travis Schultz 

Marymount California University 

Location: Murchison Gym 3 

 

Twilight of the Essay: Approaching 

Systematic Writing 

Frank Alanis, Adrian Agacer, Catherine 

Ciavarella 

California State University, Fullerton 

Location: Murchison Gym 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Session 3 

Descriptions 
 

Game Theory vs. Elbow’s Games: The Game is On! 
As tutors, it’s easier to consider different tutoring tactics in isolation than in 
connection with the desired outcomes of our sessions. We invite attendees 
to analyze everyday tutoring scenarios using Game Theory in the context of 
Elbow’s Games to explore the surprising consequences of believing and 
doubting within the game at hand. 
  
Why the Perfect Paper is like the Last Unicorn: Examining the 
Beliefs and Doubts about “Good” Writing to Manage Writing 
Anxiety 
During the session, tutors will examine the beliefs and doubts that tutees 
have about their individual writing ability and what “good” writing is and how 
such factors contribute to writing anxiety. Tutors will also explore different 
strategies for helping tutees manage writing anxiety through open 
discussion and group activities. 
  
The NO-WRITING Writing Center 
Our workshop explores our University Writing Center’s practice of tutoring 
without a pen in our hands, thus allowing the tutee to take a more 
participatory role in the session by deciding what to write down, and what 
not to write down. With the help of volunteers from the audience, we will act 
out the different benefits, and potential challenges, that can arise when the 
tutor relinquishes their pen over to the student. 
 
Doubting Students Writing Knowledge While Believing in their 
Writing Abilities 
In this presentation, we will discuss the reality of doubting students' base 
knowledge alongside the power of maintaining belief in their abilities as 
growing writers and learners in an online open-access university. 
 
Dissipating Doubt in STEMB Consultations 
Our session will focus on the development of strategies that can be used 
when working with students in science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, and business (STEMB) who may be doubtful in the Writing 
Center’s capacity to handle their field. This will involve the establishment of 
credibility early in the session which will instill confidence in the student, 
thus creating a positive working relationship with STEMB fields. 
 
 
 
 

What the Dickens? They’ve Got Great Expectations!: 
Helping International Students Meet American University 
Outcomes 
This presentation will explore the inherent educational differences, 
particularly the differences between the United States and China, of 
expected student learning outcomes. With a knowledge of the unique 
needs of international students, we may not only be able to help 
international students meet American learning standards, but may also 
help to provide a more beneficial educational experience. 
 

Different Stages, Different Pages: A Developmental 
Approach to Doubt and Belief in ELL Writers 
What if you felt like a kid again with writing? This session will explore 
the imbalance of belief and doubt in ELL international students, whose 
age-graded developmental level is often more advanced than their 
English-language-learning level, and will suggest strategies to bridge 
life stage and language stage. 
 
Tutor to Tutee: Exploring the Different Roles in the Tutoring 
Session 
Tutors can forget what it's like to be in the position of the learner, and 
everything this entails. Here, we will explore the different roles of the 
tutor and tutee –and the perspective of the latter– in order to 
understand how to conduct a session that is effective yet supporting. 
 
Facing Belief and Doubt in a Pilot Peer Writing Tutor 
Program 
This session focuses on the challenge of training peer writing and 
English tutors for a pilot program in an already established Learning 
Center and discusses strategies to promote success. 
 
Twilight of the Essay: Approaching Systematic Writing 
This workshop will analyze the traditional models of writing, such as the 
five-paragraph essay, specifically how they both serve as a foundation 
for writing but also limit the thinking and approach to writing. We will 
look to consider how certain terms and motifs of “traditional” tutorials 
can be reconsidered and how we as tutors can speak about writing in a 
more inclusive and interdisciplinary manner. 
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Notes: 



Session 4 
2:30-3:20pm 

Gaming Elbow’s Game 

Tessa Tweet, Jordan Jenkins, Anjuli Peters 

Pitzer College 

Location: Winter Hall 106 

  

Creating Better Writers, Not Just Better 

Papers 

Cristy Lopez-Bowlin, Stephanie Caranica, 

Shannen McKee, Carmel Gutherz 

Moorpark College 

Location: Winter Hall 206 

 

Inconvenience or Opportunity?: Perceptions of 

the Writing Center Established by SLA 

Requirements 

Sherwin Sales, Christina L. Chao and Eric Loya 

Long Beach City College 

Location: Winter Hall 216 

 

Facing the Dragon: Helping Academic Tutors 

Conquer Creative Writing 

Brandon Wheeler and Allison Borzon 

Southern Utah University 

Location: Winter Hall 212 

 

The Role of the Classroom Experience in 

Writing and Math Anxiety 

Kaylee Cruz, Lyndsey Wong, Paige Graves 

University of La Verne 

Location: Voskuyl Library 104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Power of Believing: Understanding 

Students with Disabilities and Ways to 

Improve Tutorials 

Emilie Murguia, Jordan Moline, Kristen 

Pringle, Abraham Ramirez 

Mount San Antonio College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 203 

 

Translanguaging: New Approaches to Tutoring 

ESL Students 

Joshua Morse and Nicholas Reed 

Point Loma Nazarene University 

Location: Voskuyl Library 108 

 

An Improvisation of a Folktale to Make 

Doubt Believable 

Carolyn Millar, Allana Joy Burne, Elena 

Powell 

Soka University of America 

Location: Voskuyl Library 204 

 

The Writing Process: (Fact or) Fiction? 

Tyler Kaplan 

Nevada State College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 106 

 

Questioning Tutor Practices and Training 

Ana-Lia Marinelli and Anita Marie Reyes 

California State University, Fullerton 

Location: Murchison Gym 3 

 

Improv Theatre in the Writing Center 

Jessica Cheng, Haley Ferguson, Fran 

Querdasi, Tom Lin 

Pomona College 

Location: Murchison Gym 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Session 4 

Descriptions 
 
Gaming Elbow’s Game 
This workshop will provide tutors with practical skills to apply Elbow’s believing 
game in their individual tutoring practices. We will play an active game allowing 
tutors to explore ways language promotes belief in tutoring sessions and facilitate a 
reflective discussion about the language of belief and doubt. 
  
Creating Better Writers, Not Just Better Papers 
Do you ever feel overwhelmed trying to address all of the problems in a student’s 
paper during a tutoring consultation? This session will explore ways to redirect the 
tutor’s focus from helping students improve an individual essay to helping students 
improve their writing long-term by encouraging a growth mindset, reducing the fear 
of writing, and using active listening. 
  
Inconvenience or Opportunity?: Perceptions of the Writing Center 
Established by SLA Requirements 
If a writing center does decide to utilize SLA requirements, how can tutors, 
instructors, and directors create a positive outlook on the center? We hope to 
provide realistic solutions, realizations, and of course, problems that writing center 
staff will encounter when making use of SLA requirements. 
 
Facing the Dragon: Helping Academic Tutors Conquer Creative 
Writing 
Creative writing can be intimidating for tutors, but, in reality, the skills they have in 
constructing and organizing essays translate to creative writing. In this session, we 
demonstrate how these skills apply to both creative and academic writing by having 
the audience practice on an essay and flash fiction piece. 
 
The Role of the Classroom Experience in Writing and Math Anxiety 
Through analyzing the results from a survey conducted with entry-level math and 
composition students, the presenters aim to explore whether writing and math 
anxiety correlates with students’ classroom learning communities, as well as how to 
best address this topic as tutors. This facilitated discussion will allow individuals to 
reflect on their own tutoring centers as learning communities and how tutors can 
help students understand and combat their academic anxieties. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Power of Believing: Understanding Students with Disabilities 
and Ways to Improve Tutorials 
This presentation tackles the common challenges of tutoring students with 
disabilities and involves an engaging discussion about how preconceived notions 
and doubts can impede the success of these students. The power of believing can 
inspire disabled students to succeed in and beyond the classroom by 
understanding the challenges that tutors and students may face. 
 

Translanguaging: New Approaches to Tutoring ESL Students 
As more and more writing tutors are expected to be able to instruct and assist 
ESL students with academic writing in English, translanguaging is believed to be 
an excellent tool in approaching and tutoring these students in their second 
language. Since translanguaging is such a new approach to ESL tutoring, it is 
easy to doubt, but in this session we will explore the theory behind it and the 
practical application that supports the belief in its usefulness by becoming the 
foundation of a pedagogy for ESL students that focuses on inclusivity through 
comparative and other analytical approaches. 
 
An Improvisation of a Folktale to Make Doubt Believable 
This presentation focuses on the strengths of Peter Elbow’s concept of 
methodological belief to understand game-playing as improving performance 
rather than winning against others. Our new approach is to play an improvisatory 
game that reinvents a folktale to make believing as believable as doubt. 
 
The Writing Process: (Fact or) Fiction? 
This workshop will explore better language and best practices through mock 
sessions driven to construct accurate reflections of the writing process and 
meaning-making, not oversimplified or focused on product and finality. A 
(re)definition of language used in the writing center practiced through mock writing 
sessions will allow participants to become accustomed to utilizing these changes 
and debrief after each session to move towards best practices in the writing 
center, including writers and specialists that may doubt the writing process and its 
possibilities outside nebulous discussion. 

 
Questioning Tutor Practices and Training 
In this session we will explore the effectiveness of traditional tutoring methods 
with linguistically different tutees. The goal is to question our assumptions in tutor 
practices and training. 

 
Improv Theatre in the Writing Center 
The goal of this workshop is for writing tutors to engage with and learn from 
improvisational theatre. Through select improv games, the workshop will engage 
two themes in particular: negotiating status and saying “yes” in the context of 
writing consultations. 
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Notes: 



Session 5  
3:30-4:20pm 

 

Creating Value through Self-Belief and Self-

Doubt 

Bryanna Streeter, Karoline Schaufler, Meylin 

Gonzalez, Harrison Preusse 

Soka University of America 

Location: Winter Hall 106 

  

Doubting the Process, Believing in Potential: 

CMC’s Optimization of the Writing Center 

Emily Chambard, Kanako Shimizu, Cole Mora 

Claremont  McKenna College 

Location: Winter Hall 206 

 

Rethinking the “Tutor as Editor”: An Argument 

for Grammar-Based Tutor Training 

Lauren Gregory, Andrea Mujica, Sarah Ouhida 

University of La Verne  

Location: Winter Hall 216 

 

What is Good Writing to You? 

Itzel Ruiz, Alexis Reed, Luis Arguelles, 

Rolland Tizuela 

MiraCosta College 

Location: Winter Hall 212 

 

Scientific Skepticism for Technical Writing 

Lin Yang, Sophie Ehlen, Mackenzie Vignoul 

Harvey Mudd College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Like, I already know how to write. . .”: 

Exploring and Addressing Upper-classmen’s 

Doubts on Writing Center Effectiveness 

Johanna Saleska, Justin Solis, JD 

MacWillie, Danika Schmid, Kendall Davis 

Concordia University Irvine 

Location: Voskuyl Library 203 

  

Motivation and Multiculturalism 

Katherine Kwong and Wendy Waldrop 

Westmont College 

Location: Voskuyl Library 108 

  

Rethinking Multicultural Approaches to 

Peer Tutoring 

Cass Payne, Karen Marrujo, Nathan Hillman, 

Lauren Hammond 

San Diego State University 

Location: Voskuyl Library 204 

 

Shifting Towards Collaborative Learning: 

Applying 1-on-1 Tutoring Strategies to 

Group Sessions 

Angela García-Sermeño, Ryan Hawks, Vanessa 

Zarate, Linda Ajero 

Southwestern College 

Location: Murchison Gym 3 

 

Playing Nicely with Others: The Use of 

Cooperative and Competitive Play in 

Writing Centers 

Katie Johnston, Sarah Laver, Carly Olsen 

Southern Utah University 

Location: Murchison Gym 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Session 5 

Descriptions 
 
Creating Value Through Self-Belief and Self-Doubt 
How can we encourage others to believe in not only their writing, but also 
themselves? This session will explore how writers can create value by 
practicing self-belief and self-doubt during the writing process. 
 
Doubting the Process, Believing in Potential: CMC’s 
Optimization of the Writing Center 
The Center for Writing and Public Discourse at Claremont McKenna 
College attempts to optimize its impact on our campus and in surrounding 
area through a dual approach of belief and doubt. Through a constantly 
evolving multifaceted structure of internal and external teams as well as 
continuous training and self-evaluation, we intend to exercise a 
constructive and development-oriented philosophy of both believing in our 
potential to benefit our community and doubting the effectiveness of our 
current processes - the latter by learning from other Claremont College 
writing centers and conferences such as this! 
  
Rethinking the “Tutor as Editor”: An Argument for Grammar-
Based Tutor Training 
This presentation will invite participants to reconsider their own centers’ 
beliefs and practices concerning grammar training first by sharing an 
analysis of client intake data from their center, inviting participants to 
consider the implications of interesting similarities in requests for 
grammar instruction across repeat and single time writing center users. 
Through this, the presenters will facilitate participants’ conversation about 
grammar instruction for tutors through the lens of writing center lore, 
center-specific tutor training, and personal experience working with 
students on grammatical issues. 
 
What is Good Writing to You? 
Believing or doubting that one is a good writer can stem from the 
ambiguity of what defines “good writing.” In this workshop, writing 
consultants will explore diverse definitions of  “good writing” in varied 
academic disciplines in order to help reflect on how student writers 
experiences’ with varying definitions of good writing will promote 
transformative ways of believing. 

 
 
 
 
 

Scientific Skepticism for Technical Writing 
Scientists are often portrayed as skeptics, and scientific and technical 
writers must address doubts in order to create belief in their writing 
and their work. Through a 10-minute crash-course on scientific writing 
and group work with science report drafts, tutors will develop 
“scientific skepticism” for tutoring scientific writing across disciplines. 
 
 
“Like, I already know how to write…”: Exploring and 
Addressing Upper-classmen’s Doubts on Writing Center 
Effectiveness 
This session focuses on addressing barriers that often prevent 
upperclassmen (juniors and seniors) from visiting the writing center, 
including their own doubts about writing center effectiveness. After a 
short presentation, participants will develop specific strategies for 
meeting the needs of upperclassmen and will design advertising 
plans to better promote writing center services to these students. 
  
Motivation and Multiculturalism 
Cultural diversity affects the ways in which clients are motivated to 
learn. This session addresses how multiculturalism and motivation 
are intertwined and affect how clients learn and grow. 

  
Rethinking Multicultural Approaches to Peer Tutoring 
Writing Centers have become multicultural hubs that require tutors to 
be both sensitive to difference and able to negotiate resulting power 
differentials. This workshop will therefore aid tutors in the examination 
of their approaches to tutoring diverse populations. 
 
Shifting Towards Collaborative Learning: Applying 1-on-1 
Tutoring Strategies to Group Sessions 
If you have any apprehensions about tutoring groups of students, fear 
no more! You already have the skills--find out how to tap into them. 
 
Playing Nicely with Others: The Use of Cooperative and 
Competitive Play in Writing Centers 
Writing center communities can assist students and tutors by utilizing 
cooperative and competitive play to facilitate a positive learning 
environment and enhance writing skills. Participants in this session 
will engage in different types of play activities, and they will generate 
their own list of ideas that can be implemented in their writing centers. 
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Notes: 


